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own experience, | only learned about the importance of
imagination late in life, and the positive effect that it has on
productivity and on advancing our thoughts.

Einstein said: “Imagination is more important than
knowledge. For knowledge is limited to all we now know
and understand, while imagination embraces the entire
world, and all there ever will be to know and understand.”

What Einstein said is true in many ways. Our present
knowledge, no matter how extensive it is, will never allow
us to envision future possibilities unless we unite it with our
imaginative faculties. Imagination allows us to reconfigure
our past experience in new ways to come up with new
insights and innovative solutions. Imagination is the tool
for transforming the knowledge in our minds into a practical
reality.

The British writer Herbert George Wells was, through his
imagination, able to accurately predict the development of
the European Union, writing in the 1930s, Europe’s darkest
and most divisive times. He also predicted tarmac roads,
motorways, the spread of suburbs due to the automobile,
wind farms, tanks, and the Internet, particularly e-mail.

Many of the inventions we take for granted today began
as ideas in the minds of speculative fiction writers. They
made their first appearance in stories and novels. From
there, they captured the imaginations of the reading public
and ultimately became the reality of people’s lives. Cars,
phones, computers, and televisions all made their first
appearances in fiction.

It was by watching birds and the pressure exerted by
the wind that permitted "Abbas b.Firnas in ninth century
Spain to develop his glider by which he became the first
man to fly in recorded history. He took off from a hill for a
considerable distance and then landing right back where
he started. This was followed by Eilmer of Malmesbury’s
200 meter flight in 1010. Both of them sustained minor
injuries upon landing. But their work ultimately led to the
airplane invented by the Wright Brothers.

Thomas Edison said: “To invent, you need a good
imagination and a pile of junk.” Edison not only invent
the light bulb, he discovered a way to live that was
conducive to creativity and success. Imagination is the
inexhaustible gold mine for scientists and artists. It is their
raw material from which they produce their most enduring
achievements.

Science and art are not always that far apart. The
Renaissance German astronomer Johannes Kepler
(1571-1630) wrote a fantasy story about a trip to the
Moon. He did so to describe the experience of practicing
astronomy from the vantage point of another planet.
It presents a detailed imaginative description of how
the earth might look when viewed from the moon, and
though it was written as a work of imaginative fiction, it is

onsidered the first serious scientific treatise on lunar

astronomy. The book also was a precursor to the

( 26)9\3 modern understanding of gravity.
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Let Your

Imagination
Take You Places

RS AT e
Sheikh Salman al-Oadah
www..islamtoday.net

Khabab b. al-Aratt was one of the first people to accept
Islam, and he lived through the time when the Muslims
suffered persecution at the hands of the Meccans,
enduring much suffering himself. He relates the following:
We complained to Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him)
while he was sitting in the shade of the Ka'bah using his
cloak as a cushion. We said to him: “Will you not ask for
help for us? Will you not pray to Allah for us?”

The Prophet said: “In the days of old, a man would be
subjected to being placed in a ditch dug in the earth. Then
a saw was brought and places on his head and he would
be cut in two. [Or a man] would be raked with iron combs
which would remove his flesh from his bones or sinews,
and that would not deter him from his faith. By Allah, this
matter will be resolved so that a traveler will be able to
go from Sana’a to Hadramawt fearing only Allah, or the
wolf for his sheep, but you are trying to hasten things on.”
[Sahth al-Bukhari and Sahth Muslim]

The Prophet recounted images from history which were
brought vividly to life in the listeners’ minds. Then the
Prophet spoke about the future, providing them with an
image of a brighter future, an image of widespread peace
and security, where even a traveler on a desolate road
would feel no fear. People would be not have to worry
about their rights being stripped of them, or their liberty
taken away. And this would be a world where faith in Allah
and fear of Him was paramount. They would be “fearing
only Allah”.

This was would not be a state of security enforced through
tyranny, where people are stripped of their rights and
their dignity. It would be, by contrast, one where people’s
dignity is protected, and where faith and ethical conduct
hold sway.

It is impossible to heat the Prophet’s words without getting
an image in your mind of a lone traveler on a horse or
camel making his way through some remote desert pass,
being trailed by a tethered flock of sheep. You might also
get an image of a wolf watching from a distance, looking
for a way to get to one of those sheep. And this wolf is the
only thing the traveler has to fear in this land of safety and
peace.

Let us consider another example. During the Battle of the
trench, Madinah was under siege from the confederate
tribes, and the Muslims had to protect themselves by

digging a huge trench to prevent access to the city. While
digging the trench, a large rock was causing great difficulty
and their picks could not break it. When the Prophet (peace
be upon him) went down to it and struck the stone with
his pickax breaking off a third of the rock. Thereupon he
said: “Glory be to God, the keys of Syria have been given
to me.” Invoke Allah’s name when he struck the rock, his
second blow hewed off another third. He said: “Glory be to
God, the keys of Persia have been given to me. By God,
| see white castle of Ctesiphon.” In the third attempt, the
remaining portion of the rock was broken into pieces. The
Prophet then said, “Glory be to God, | have been given
the keys of Yemen. By God, | can now see the gate of
Sana’a.” [Musnad Ahmad]

The Prophet was the recipient of revelation. He saw things
that his Companions could not see. However, their faith
allowed them to get beyond those limitations, and they
could envision the events the Prophet foretold to them,
even in their state of abject weakness.

Moreover, during the siege, the hypocrites of Madinah
tried to shake their resolve: “And [remember] when the
hypocrites and those in whose hearts is disease said:
‘Allah and His Messenger promised us nothing but a
delusion!’ ” [SGrah al-Ahzab: 22]

However, the believers took heart: “And when the believers
saw the confederate forces, they said: ‘This is what Allah
and His Messenger had promised us, and Allah and His
Messenger spoke the truth.” And it only increased them in
faith and acceptance.” [Sdrah al-Ahzab: 22]

Itis the ability to imagine that sustains our hopes. Prisoners
can only get through their incarceration because they can
imagine a day when they will be free. This allows them
to bear the challenges and demeaning circumstances of
their present situation.

Believers who put their trust in Allah and beseech Him
with certainty of faith can all the more easily conceive of a
better future and a time beyond their immediate pain.

world, and especially those in the Middle East, d
not emphasize the imagination. It is not a focus of
childhood development, and it is not a concern
of many parents. This is a mistake. In my

However, the school systems of many parts of th (®
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