Ministry of Islamic Affairs, *

Male', Republic of Maldives: %@éﬁ

22" Sha'ban 1446 (21* February 2025) Friday Sermon

Preparing for the Month of Ramadan
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All praises, glory and exaltations belong to the Allah the
Almighty- We thank Him- We seek forgiveness, help, and
assistance in our affairs from Him- And we rely upon Him-
Verily, 1 bear witness that there is no god worthy of worship
except Allah, the Almighty- 1 bear witness that Muhammad (peace
be upon him) is His Servant and Messenger- May Allah, the
Almighty, send salutations, peace, and blessings upon him (peace

be upon him), his family, and his companions! and include in

(1) Surah Aal- 'Imran (3:133) M
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these salutations, peace, and blessings all those who follow them
until the Day of Judgement! Amen!

O Muslim brothers! I advise and urge myself and all of you
to be mindful of Allah, the Almighty- Allah, the Almighty, says:
“And hasten to forgiveness from your Lord and to a garden (i-e-,
Paradise) as vast as the heavens and the earth, prepared for the
righteous.”®

O Muslims! We are approaching the month of Ramadan, a
time filled with blessings and virtue- We must be fully prepared
to receive its rewards and blessings and welcome it with open
hearts- The Prophet (peace be upon him) said explaining to his
Companions the significance and blessings of the month of

Ramadan as it approached:
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“Ramadan has come to you, a blessed month, in which Allah, the
Almighty, has made fasting obligatory upon you- The doors of the
heavens are opened, the doors of Hell are closed, and the devils
are chained- In it, Allah has a night which is better than a
thousand months.- Whoever is deprived of its goodness is indeed
deprived-” The Prophet (peace be upon him) reminded us of the
virtues of that month so that we would not deprive ourselves of

its blessings-

(2) Ibid /
(3) Narrated by An-Nasa'i (2106) & .
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O Muslims! As we approach this blessed month, the first

thing we should do is greet it with sincere repentance, turning
away from the sins we are committing in our lives- Allah, the

Almighty, says:
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“And turn to Allah in repentance, all of you, O believers, that
you may succeed-”

O Servants of Allah, the Almighty! We should approach the
days of this blessed month with sincere faith, seeking its full
blessings and rewards- The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:

© (.add fa pAE G 4 5a8 Blaad iy LY Olas; 5o (4)
“Whoever fasts during Ramadan with faith and in anticipation of
reward, all his previous sins will be forgiven-” Therefore, we
should approach the month of Ramadan with the noble resolve to
reform our souls and begin new chapters in our lives- What better
way to train the soul to do good? It is a month in which all the
means of being mindful of Allah converge- Unlike the other
months of the year, it is a month in which diligence in worship
must be increased, and it must be faced with strong determination-

O Muslims! One of the most important things we need to
do in preparation for the month of Ramadan is to understand the
Islamic rulings related to fasting: We must learn about the virtues
of fasting and how to fast in a way that ensures that we receive

its full rewards and blessings- It is essential to recognize the

(4) Surah An-Nur (24:31) / /
(5) Narrated by Al-Bukhari (38) and Muslim (760) é .
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actions that invalidate the fast and those that are considered
makrooh while fasting, and to avoid them- This will allow us to
fully enjoy the infinite reward of fasting: In a Qudsi hadith
narrated by the Messenger (peace be upon him): Allah, the
Almighty He said: “Every act of the Son of Adam is for him
except fasting; it 1s (exclusively) for Me- and I shall reward him
for 1t.”

Fasting i1s a protection (i-e-, protects from the Hellfire) Do
not engage in intercourse during the day when anyone of you is
fasting! And do not indulge in idle talk! And if someone was to
argue with you or attack you, simply say that you are fasting!
The Messenger (peace be upon him) swore by the One in whose
Hands his soul rests: “The smell that comes from the mouth of a
fasting person is better before Allah than the fragrance of musk-
The fasting person has two moments of joy: when he breaks his
fast, he rejoices in the act of breaking his fast, and when he
meets his Lord, the Mighty and Sublime, he will rejoice for
having fasted-”® In the narration of Imam Muslim, it is stated that
the reward for every deed of the Son of Adam is multiplied from
ten times to seven hundred times-”

O Beloved brothers! If one does not fast as prescribed, will
they receive this great reward? How unfortunate it would be if
we were among those who experience only hunger and thirst
during the blessed days of Ramadan! The Messenger (peace be

upon him) said:

(6) Narrated by Bukhari (1904) and Muslim (1151) %
(7) See the narration of Muslim in the previous reference.
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“Whoever does not give up forged speech and evil actions, and
ignorance, then Allah is not in need for him to leave his food
and drink-” The Messenger (peace be upon him) said in another
hadith: “There are people who get nothing except hunger and
thirst, and there are those who pray and get nothing from their
prayer but a sleepless night-”® The one who meets the month of
Ramadan and does not purify himself during it, who is fasting
only in name—has he not, in essence, wasted the entire month?

O Muslims! We should not only prepare for Ramadan by
cleaning our homes, renewing our furniture, buying and hoarding
food- These things are not problematic in themselves- However, it
is regrettable that, in the name of preparing for the blessed days
of goodness, we often see people being wasteful- Avoid such
behaviors! When you approach the month of Ramadan, your first
priority should be to plan it in a way that allows you to attain
the full rewards and blessings of this month- You, your wife,
children, and relatives should also organize things so that
everyone can enjoy the full blessings and rewards of these noble
days-

O Muslims! To obtain the great reward of fasting, one

should delay the Suhur (predawn meal), observe the obligatory

prayers and the Rawatib sunnah prayers, reflect on the Qur'an

(8) Narrated by Al-Bukhari (6057) .
(9) Narrated by Ahmad (8856), and Shu'ayb al-Arna'ut said: "Its chain of narration is good."
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while reading it, and make supplication frequently- It also includes
being kind to one's wives, children, parents, and relatives,
hastening to break the fast, and giving charity generously- If we
plan our time to accommodate the month of Ramadan in a way
that allows for Taraweeh prayers and night worship, we will make
the most of this noble opportunity- O our Creator and Sustainer!
Grant us the ability to welcome the month of Ramadan with

sincere repentance!
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Praise and thanks be to Allah, the Almighty- I bear witness
that there is no god worthy of worship except Him- And I bear

witness that Muhammad (peace be upon him) is His Servant and

(10) Surah Al-Bagarah (2:197) M
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Messenger- O our Creator and Sustainer! Send salutations, peace,
and blessings upon Muhammad (peace be upon him), his family,
and his companions!

Then know! O Servants of Allah, the Almighty! He says:
“And take provisions, but indeed, the best provision is the fear of
Allah- And fear Me, O you of understanding-”

O Muslims! The most important thing that can be done in
preparation for Ramadan is to make yourself accustomed to it It
is obligatory to make up for any fasts from the previous Ramadan
that you have missed- And we must prepare to meet the month of
Ramadan in a manner that allows us to fast without any reduction
in the great reward of fasting- The Prophet (peace be upon him)
said:

@ (U Gali U 2 A3 A0 38 &) 12 3 U AL 35)
“Whoever fasts a day in the cause of Allah, Allah will distance
his face from the Fire by seventy years.”

Since the rewards of fasting are so immense, one should
strive to fulfill this act of worship in its fullest sense- Engaging
in backbiting, malicious gossip, lying, arguing, insulting, speaking
falsely, or listening to such things while fasting will diminish its
reward-

O Muslims! Don't make Ramadan a month focused on
increasing business profits! Instead, offer goods at affordable
prices and strive to earn the rewards of this blessed month! Shape

the work environment so that it does not interfere with worship,

(11) Narrated by Al-Bukhari (2840) and Muslim (1153), and the wording belongs to Al-Bukhari. M
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enabling the employees under your care to receive the great
rewards of this holy month!
O Muslims! Allah, the Almighty, says commanding us to

send salutations and peace upon His Prophet (peace be upon him)-

He says:
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“Indeed, Allah sends blessings upon the Prophet, and His angels
invoke blessings upon him- O you who have believed! Ask Allah

to send blessings upon him and grant him peace-”
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O our Creator and Sustainer! Send salutations, peace, and
blessings upon the noble Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him), who guided us to the Straight Path, as well as upon his
family, his companions, and all who follow them!

O our Creator and Sustainer! Grant us the ability to
diligently fast, establish prayer, recite the Qur'an, and pray the
Tahajjud prayer! Grant us the ability to repent with a sincere

repentance and meet the month of Ramadan! O our Creator and

(12) Surah Al-Ahzab (33:56) M
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Sustainer! Grant peace and safety within the Islamic Ummah!
Eliminate all diseases and afflictions from us- Heal the sick and
bestow upon us the blessings of good health and well-being!

O our Creator and Sustainer! Make our country prosperous
and bless the fisheries and agricultural industries and increase their
abundance! Strengthen our country's economy and grant it
prosperity and success!

O our Creator and Sustainer! Grant guidance, victory, and
success to the leaders whom You have chosen to lead the affairs
of Islam and the world along the righteous path! Forgive the sins
of those who have passed away and those alive among us, and
have mercy upon us all! Grant us goodness in this world and the
Hereafter and save us from the torment of Hellfire! Forgive all

the Believers and Muslims and have mercy on them! Amen!
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Sheikh Abdul Qadir Muhammad

[ Ministry of Islamic Affairs ] M

(13) Surah Al-Bagarah (2:201)
(14) Surah Al-'Ankabut (29:45)
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